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W Executive Summary in English

Toward equal development for Jews and Arabs
in the Negev and Galilee

A policy paper submitted to the government of Israel by
Sikkuy - The Association for the Advancement of Civic Equality in Israel

At a time when Israel and the United States are discussing an assistance package for the Negev
and Galilee as part of the disengagement funding, this paper seeks to highlight the unequal
development of Arab and Jewish communities in these regions and urge policy makers to ensure
that new plans for developing the Negev and Galilee work to the benefit of all residents, Jews and
Arabs alike. The anticipated momentum for development in the Negev and Galilee offers an
historic opportunity for pursuing the goal of equality.

Background

The large gaps between the infrastructure in Jewish communities and Arab
communities in the Negev and Galilee are the direct result of massive investment in
the development of Jewish communities and neglect of neighboring Arab
communities. Since Israel’s establishment, plans for developing the Negev and
Galilee have passed over the Arab communities, which have remained largely
isolated from the developed national infrastructures.

This discrimination is mainly rooted in government policy rather than
legislation. Various criteria for extending assistance contain built-in barriers that
cannot be traversed by most of the Arab public. For example, the Law to Encourage
Capital Investment mainly helps export industries, while most of the industry in the
Arab sector targets the local market. Thus, Arab businesses received only 1.4% of
the Trade Ministry’s investment grants in 2003.

Recommendations

@8 Remove procedural barriers and position the Arab communities in the Negev and Galilee as
direct targets for development, on equal terms with the Jewish communities.

8 Examine each program of government assistance to ascertain why the proportion of Arabs
enjoying the program’s benefits is so small. Stipulate criteria that are consistent with the
existing reality and ensure that Arab citizens are able to benefit from the special allocations
for the development of the Negev and Galilee.

o8 Establish special statutory bodies for expediting planning procedures for Arab communities.
(The measures adopted in the early 1990s to accelerate absorption of immigrants from the
former Soviet Union can serve as a model for this.)

@8 Adopt a proactive policy for expanding the range of opportunities for Arab citizens in
housing and employment in order to facilitate development within their communities.

o8 Establish training and information centers for encouraging business entrepreneurship in the
Arab sector.
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